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and to brave every danger rather than from fear of
consequences to renounce what we believe to have
come from God; securing the doctrine at all events,
and then putting forth our very best to guard against its
perversion and abuse. But surely, it well becomes our
brethren of the Church of Eome, to examine with most
rigid and unsparing scrutiny into the very foundation
of such a doctrine as this; a doctrine which in its
mildest and most guarded form is considered by a very
large number of their fellow Christians, as a dishonour-
ing of God and of his Son, our Saviour; and which in
its excess, an excess witnessed in the books of learned
and sainted authors, and in the every day practice of
worshippers, seems to be in no wise distinguishable
from the practices of acknowledged polytheism, and
pagan worship. If that foundation, after honest and
persevering examination, approves itself as based sure
and deep on the word of God, and the faith and prac-
tice of the apostles and the Church founded by them
from the first, I have not another word to say, beyond
a fervent prayer that the God in whom we trust would
pour the bright beams of his Gospel abundantly into
the hearts of all who receive that Gospel as the word
of life. But were they my dying words to my dearest
friend who had espoused that doctrine, I would say to
him, Look well yourself to the foundation, because I
am, after long examination, convinced, beyond a shadow
of doubt that the doctrine and practice of the Invoca-
tion of Saints and Angels is as contrary to the doctrine
and practice of the primitive Church, as it is in direct
opposition to the express words of Scripture, and totally
abhorrent from the spirit which pervades the whole of
the Old, and the whole of the New Testament of God's
eternal truth.